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The recently launched National Policy on 
Education 2020 in India is built upon 
principles of equity, a c c es sibili ty and 
inclusion, with values derived from the 
ancient Indian Knowledge System of Jnan, 
Pragyaa and Satya. The Indian education 
s y s tem today s t r i v es for the c o m p lete 
realization of self and human excellence, 
with emphasis on the 'panchakosha' concept 
of education development encompassing 
sharirik vikas, pranik vikas, manasik vikas, 
baudhhik vikas and chaitsik vikas.  The 
concept of human excellence is not new to 
India. We can trace it to the sacred Hindu text 
'Bhagwat Gita' or to the philosophy of 
Vivekananda, where education aims to 
nurture h uman potential  and achieve 
excellence . 
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In the present context, India is the most 
populous country, and the youngest nation in 
the world, with a median age of 32.4 years 
(Neill, 2023). The number of school-going 
c h i l dren fro m  K - 1 2  is  265.2 m i l l i o n  
(Department of S chool  Education and 
Literacy, Ministry of Education, 2021-22). 
The country has a vast potential to nurtu 
talents into abilities and achievements. 



https://cic.du.ac.in/


The country has desired physical and 
academic infrastructure and a logistic 
roadmap to lay down an inclusive and 
localized gifted identification and mentoring 
program. The challenge remains of 
operationalizing giftedness potential within 
the diverse demographic and educational 
population of school-going children. 
Teachers' sensitization and pedagogic skill 
development is also a challenge the country 
needs to address. 

India has produced great scholars like 
Brahmagupta, Chanakya, Madhava, Patanjali, 
Panini amongst others who have contributed 
enormously to world knowledge in fields 
including mathematics, astronomy, 
architecture, yoga, and fine arts. We hope 
that the efforts to help and promote gifted 
students will enable the nurturance and 
preservation of such potential talents of 
tomorrow. Establishing mentoring networks 
and investing in high-quality research in 
gifted education will help gifted students and 
raise the education standards for all. 
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Over the past decade, Science, Technology, 
Engineering, Arts, and Mathematics (STEAM) 
education has been a crucial part of the 
curriculum at Pui Ching Middle School 
Macau. Pui Ching has been recognized as a 
regional leader in promoting STEAM in the 
Greater Bay Area, after years of experience 
and effort. In 2018, the school was honored 
by the Ministry of Education of the People's 
Republic of China, with the first prize in the 
National Teaching Achievement award for its 
contribution in STEAM education. At that 
time, Pui Ching was the only school in the 
e n t i r e  c o u n t r y  t o  r e c e i v e  t h e  a w a r d  
specifically for STEAM education. More 
recently, the school has been awarded twice 
with the National Teaching Achievement for 

of artificial intelligence (Al) into 
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.,,_ riculum, thus confirming the 
c c e s s  o f  t h e  s c h o o l ' s  

STEAM education encourages students to 
demonstrate their creativity, originality and 
innovation, which align with the school's 
educat ional philosophy.  Pui Ching is  
dedicated to innovations in education and 
the holistic development of students. To 
accomplish such a mission, the STEAM 
programme provides an ideal platform to 
help  st udents  develop intel lectually ,  
mentally, emotionally and socially. On many 
occasions, students have to uti I ize their 
interdisciplinary knowledge to work in 
hands-on, project-based activities in STEAM 
courses. More importantly, the variety of 
STEAM courses and activities allow students 
with special talents to realize their potential. 

In the past, students' performance at schoA 
w a s  m e a s u r e d  b y  t h e i r  a c a d e m. 
achievement. Only students __ tperform
t h e i r  p e ers  i n  t e s t  s w e r e  
considered "outstan · 
i n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  

r.111�-successfully broke tn 
.... ��_.. ............ �;-..:.l allowing many more 

discovered and encou 
identifying high-achie 
hi h-natural-
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Participating in competIt1ons is another 
valuable part of student learning, especially 
for high-ability students. In the STEAM field, 
there are many local, regional and 
international competitions that take place 
throughout the year. STEAM competitions 
typically challenge students to provide 
creative solutions to some real-world 
scenarios. Students have to acquire a broad 
range of skills during preparation for these 
competitions, and demonstrate their products 
or solutions through essays, technical reports, 
oral presentation or video demonstration. In 
addition to the technical skills, students also 
develop collaboration skills and 
leadership-attributes essential for success in 
most competitions. Competitions allow more 
students with different strengths and special 
talents to showcase their abilities and 
uniqueness. 

---:::::i
r 

SJ 
I 

In this digital era, a wi range of ew skills 
and competencies are equired by t day's 
learners. In particular, 1gft--al literacy s i-1 
are one of the areas on which Pui Ching has 
placed a strong emphasis. Today, people 
have to process and analyze information, 
often in a non-linear fashion. The ability to 
create a knowledge map or other abstract 
representation of information has become a 
necessary competency for learners in the 21st 
century. As Al-generated contents becomes 
increasingly popular, authenticating 
information from the Internet or from any 
large language model (e.g., ChatGPTI has 
also become more and more important. 
Consequently, to further support education in 
digital literacy, Al curriculum has been 
included to the already successful STEAM 
curriculum. In Pui Ching Middle School, new 
kinds of high-ability students have already 
been identified, in areas of machine learning 
and cybersecurity. Our intention is to refine 
the integration of Al curriculum and STEAM 
curriculum, to motivate even more students 
to become 'outstanding'. Please check the 
following Facebook page to learn more about 
updated news of our school's STEAM 
education program. 

https://www.facebook.com/pcmsdt/ 

https://www.facebook.com/pcmsdt/
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HC students were having an Art and Craft lesson with 
the students of Bo Ai School in Shanxi China 

The University of Macau (UM) is a leading 
institution of higher education in Macau SAR, 
committed to academic excellence, research, 
and community service. Founded in 1981,

and originally located in Taipa, UM has 
developed into a comprehensive university 
on a new campus with a broad range of 
programs in various disciplines. UM attracts a 
diverse student body from around the world 

fosters a multicultural and international 
�fft environment. In pursuit  o f  its· e n t  d e v e l o p m e n t ,  U M  

e Honours College (HC) 

� :Qll-•ticle  will  explore the
� f HC and how it achieves 

The Honours College at the University of 
Macau is a distinctive undergraduate program 
that provides high-achieving students with a 
unique educational experience focused on 
multidisciplinary learning, international 
exposure, leadership development, and 
social responsibility. Unlike honours colleges 
at other universities worldwide, the HC of 
UM aims to develop well-rounded future 
leaders, rather than simplY. improving the 
academic achievement of toR stuaents. 
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MEETINGS AND CONFERENCES IN BRIEF 

18th Asia-Pacific Conference on Giftedness (APCG) 
17-20 August 2024, Takamatsu, Japan
https://www.facebook.com/apcg2024

19th ECHA Conference
28-31 August, 2024,Thessaloniki, Greece
https://echa2024.gr/

26th WCGTC® World Conference
29 July - 2 August, 2025, Braga, Portugal
https://world-gifted.org/Conferences/wcgtc25/

MEMBERSHIP 

If you are already a member we thank you for your support. 
If your membership has expired(or is soon to expire) please remember to renew. 
If you are not yet a member, we invite you to become part of APFG. 
Membership is open to individuals who support the purpose of the APFG. 
An individual seeking membership will be accepted as a member upon submission 
of the required application and fees. 

To apply for membership, please send the completed application form to 
Dr. Quek Chwee Geok (Quek_Chwee_Geok@moe.gov.sg), our secretary who will 
update memberships, and Professor Kyungbin Park (kbpark@gachon.ac.kr), our 
treasurer who will prepare the receipts to be issued when payment is made. 

By joining the APFG you will benefit from: 
- a newsletter
- opportunities to expand your expertise and broaden your horizons
- preferential member rates for a biennial APFG conference comprising keynote

speeches, parallel presentations and workshops
- a voice within the organization

CONTACTING APFG 

President, Professor Ching-Chih Kuo 
Asia-Pacific Federation on Giftedness 
do Department of Special Education, National Taiwan Normal University 
162, Heping East Road, Section 1, Taipei 10610, Taiwan 
Email: kaykuo@ntnu.edu.tw 

APFG website https://www.apfggiftedness.org/ 
APFG Email apfg2014gifted@gmail.com 
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